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The Training Tree recommend these as useful books (but not all 100% necessary) for the course 

and for you to peruse them in your own private learning lounge. 

   

Those in bold and orange are required for the course.   

 

Those in bold and black would be the next recommended if you were keen to expand your 

professional reading list.   

 

The remainder are also very valuable for an arborist’s library.   

 

There are other resources listed on the ABC reading list that you might wish to invest in.    

There are also some free resources listed there.    

 

Classroom students: some of these will be available in the classroom to have a look at if you 

want to see them before you invest.  You will also receive chapters / excerpts from many of 

these, as far as copyright protection allows.   

 

 

Unit 

 

 

Books 

Pest, disease and disorder 

identification  

 

Tree Pests and Diseases - An Arborists' Field Guide by Guy Watson 

(Arboricultural Association) 

 

Fungi and trees: their complex relationships by Lynne Boddy 

 

Fungi on Trees - An Arborists' Field Guide by Guy Watson & Ted Green 

(Arboricultural Association) 

 

Diagnosis of ill health in trees by Strouts and Winter 

 

Manual of Wood Decays in Trees by Weber and Mattheck 

 

Abiotic Disorders of Landscape Plants: A Diagnostic Guide 

Paperback by Laurence R Costello 

 

Principles of Tree Hazard Assessment and Management by David 

Lonsdale 

 

Tree biomechanics and 

maintenance  

 

Common sense risk management of trees by the National Tree Safety 

Group (click here for a free PDF online) 

 

Updated Field Guide for Visual Tree Assessment - Claus Mattheck 

 

Stupsi Explains the Tree - Claus Mattheck  

 

The Body Language of Trees – an encyclopaedia – Claus Mattheck 

(2015 book) 

 

Tree statics and tree inspection – Wessolly & Erb 

 

Tree Mechanics Explained - Claus Mattheck 

 

The Face of Failure - Claus Mattheck 

 

http://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/Tree-Pests-and-Diseases-An-Arborists-Field-Guid
http://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/Fungi-on-Trees-An-Arborists-Field-Guide
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Laurence+R+Costello&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Laurence+R+Costello&sort=relevancerank
https://ntsgroup.org.uk/
http://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/Updated-Field-Guide-for-Visual-Tree-Assessment-C
http://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/Tree-Mechanics-Explained-Claus-Mattheck
http://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/The-Face-of-Failure-Claus-Mattheck


 

 

Unit 

 

 

Books 

Tree development and 

protection  

 

Tree Roots in the Built Environment by John Roberts and Nick Jackson 

(also required for the Trees and built structures unit) 

 

Woody vegetation 

formation and physiology  

 

Trees; Their Natural History by Peter Thomas (2nd edition) 

 

Applied Tree Biology by Andy Hirons and Peter Thomas  

(Useful for most units) 

 

Up by Roots by James Urban 

 

Principles of tree 

management 

 

Ancient and other Veteran Trees; Further Guidance on Management – 

Ancient Tree Forum & David Lonsdale (click here for a FREE PDF 

version or you can purchase a hard copy book at this link also) 

 

Selection, planting and 

design with hardy nursery 

stock for amenity and 

landscape purposes  

 

Applied Tree Biology by Andy Hirons and Peter Thomas  

(Useful for most units) 

 

The Practical Science of Planting Trees by Watson and Himelick (it is 

American so not everything translates directly to UK, e.g., stock sizes, 

but it is an excellent book in principal and you can pick up the 

relevant UK information in the course notes).   

 

Time for Trees by Barcham Trees Plc (classroom students: check before 

you buy – we may be able to supply you with one) 

  

Collins Tree Guide by Owen Johnson and David Moore 

 

 

Principles of woodland 

establishment and 

management  

 

Creating New Native Woodlands by John Rodwell & Gordon Patterson 

(click here for a free PDF of the book.  Great book if you want to do 

woodland work, although species may need updating – use this link for 

up-to-date climate change resilient species) 

 

Woodland Creation for Wildlife and People in a Changing Climate by 

David Blakesley and Peter Buckley  

 

Managing Native Broadleaved Woodland by Forestry Commission 

 

Caring for Small Woods by Ken Broad 

 

Tree related damage to 

built structures  

 

Tree Roots in the Built Environment by John Roberts and Nick Jackson 

(also needed for the tree development & protection unit) 

 

Tree root damage to buildings by Biddle 

 

https://www.ancienttreeforum.org.uk/resources/ancient-trees-books-shop/
https://www.ancienttreeforum.org.uk/resources/ancient-trees-books-shop/
https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/1994/03/fcbu112.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/climate-change-impacts/climate-change-impacts-and-adaptation-in-englands-woodlands/species-and-provenance-choice-for-adapting-englands-woodlands/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/climate-change-impacts/climate-change-impacts-and-adaptation-in-englands-woodlands/species-and-provenance-choice-for-adapting-englands-woodlands/
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